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The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Roger Israel 
Zakheim, of Maryland, to be a Member 
of the Board of Directors of the United 
States Institute of Peace for a term of 
four years. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nomination. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
called the roll. 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
HIRONO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

VOTE ON ZAKHEIM NOMINATION 

The question is, Shall the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Zakheim nomi-
nation? 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from Maryland (Mr. 
CARDIN), the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY), and the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) are 
necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS) and the 
Senator from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER). 

The result was announced—yeas 84, 
nays 10, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 3 Ex.] 

YEAS—84 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Boozman 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fetterman 

Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Manchin 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 

Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—10 

Braun 
Hawley 
Lee 
Merkley 

Paul 
Sanders 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 

Scott (SC) 
Vance 

NOT VOTING—6 

Booker 
Cardin 

Lummis 
Markey 

Menendez 
Wicker 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HEINRICH). The majority leader. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HONORING SERGEANT JOHN 
O’NEAL RUCKER 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, on Feb-
ruary 4, 2023, the tight-knit community 
in Cass County, TX, will gather to sol-
emnly honor the 50th annual remem-
brance of the end of the Vietnam war 
and pay tribute to one of its heroes, 
U.S. Air Force Sergeant John O’Neal 
Rucker. 

Sergeant Rucker grew up in Linden, 
a town nestled deep in the heart of the 
piney woods of east Texas. After grad-
uating high school, he answered the 
call to serve in the Armed Forces and 
volunteered for the U.S. Air Force. 

During his basic training at 
Lackland Air Force Base, Sergeant 
Rucker volunteered for assignment in 
Southeast Asia. According to the AC– 
119 Gunship Association, Sergeant 
Rucker was initially directed to 
Nakhon Phanom, Thailand, in April 
1972. In July of that year, he took a 
temporary duty assignment to Da 
Nang, Vietnam, with the 18th Special 
Operations Squadron. 

After spending leave at home in Lin-
den over Christmas 1972, Sergeant 
Rucker returned to Vietnam with the 
anticipation that his time on the bat-
tlefield would soon come to an end, as 
the war appeared to be winding down. 
On January 27, 1973, the 21-year-old 
Sergeant Rucker was off-duty and 
asleep in his barracks when rockets 
struck Da Nang Air Base, instantly 
taking his life just hours before the 
Paris Peace Accords took effect, fi-
nally ending the Vietnam war. Ser-
geant Rucker is remembered as one of 
the last American servicemembers who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam. 

Shortly after his death, a marble 
plaque to honor Sergeant John O’Neal 
Rucker was unveiled at Da Nang Air 
Base in March 1973. Thousands of miles 
away, his hometown of Linden dedi-
cated a monument to him in November 
1973 outside of the Cass County court-
house. Today, Sergeant Rucker’s life 
and legacy remain forever engraved in 
the hearts and minds of his family, 
friends, and community. 

Texas is home to generations of 
servicemembers and veterans who have 
defended our freedoms at home and 
abroad. Our Nation’s rich history has 
been strengthened by the dutiful serv-

ice and sacrifice of our courageous 
military women and men, and we owe 
them our deepest respect and greatest 
appreciation. May God bless Sergeant 
John O’Neal Rucker, all of our fallen 
servicemembers, and their families. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE STENNIS 
CENTER FOR PUBLIC SERVICE 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the achievement of 
the Stennis Center for Public Service’s 
service-oriented students, following 
the publication of their journal, the 
‘‘Public Service Review.’’ 

For all who are looking for encour-
agement about the future of our coun-
try, I want to bring to your attention 
the most recently published issues of 
‘‘Public Service Review,’’ produced by 
the Stennis Center for Public Service. 
‘‘Public Service Review’’ features in-
spiring and informative stories from 
young leaders who share in their own 
words their experiences, insights, 
hopes, and dreams as they engage in 
public service through internships, 
jobs, and activities in their commu-
nities and throughout the world. 

The publication, available on the 
Stennis Center’s website at 
www.stennis.gov, provides a glimpse 
into the future for all who care deeply 
about the future of American democ-
racy. As they explore the challenges 
and rewards of public service, the com-
mitment of these young leaders to help 
keep our Nation strong and free is 
truly inspirational. The 33 authors fea-
tured in the 2022 issues are Adam Duffy 
of Ohio State University, Alex Siegal 
of Columbia University, Alexandra 
Dorotinsky of University of New 
Haven, Amanda Guilardi of American 
University, Anna Zmistowski of Uni-
versity of Maine School of Law, Cath-
erine Lawson of Texas A&M Univer-
sity, Jaydn Smith of Hastings College, 
Owen Rosenberg of American Univer-
sity, Alexandra Schindewolf of Rutgers 
University, Ava Goble of University of 
Hawai’i, Ben Savercool of California 
State University, Chico, Caroline 
Rykard of University of Georgia, Diana 
Grechukhina of Salisbury University, 
Disha Jhaveri of Harvard T.H. Chan 
School of Public Health, Drew 
Ficociello of George Washington Uni-
versity, MAJ Matt Romanowski of 
Princeton University and U.S. Army, 
Ethan Sanders of Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, Jagaar Halverson of Grand 
Canyon University, Jennifer Rivera 
Galindo of Florida International Uni-
versity, Kathleen Griffith of University 
of South Carolina, McKayla Steineke 
of Northeastern University, Mia Rob-
ertson of Mississippi State University, 
Alanna Cronk of Georgetown Univer-
sity, Mini Ganesh of Harvard College, 
Natalie Gilbert of Georgetown Univer-
sity, Anum Syed of West Chester Uni-
versity, Avinash Maniam of Rutgers 
University, Mignely Nunez of Indian 
University Bloomington, Natalie Sala-
zar of Carnegie Mellon University, 
Niklas Kleinworth of University of 
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Idaho, Sydney Smith of Claremont 
McKenna College, Victoria Izaguirre of 
Texas A&M University, and Zach Blair- 
Andrews of University of South Flor-
ida. 

‘‘Public Service Review’’ provides 
these young leaders an opportunity to 
write about their experiences and in-
spirations in their own words, sharing 
stories of challenge and hope as they 
engage in public service in a variety of 
formats and focus on a range of causes 
that draw their passion. Not only do 
their stories inspire those of us en-
gaged in public service here in Con-
gress and elsewhere, but their experi-
ences provide insights and guidance for 
younger students as they look for ways 
to become involved in public service. 

On behalf of my colleagues, who I 
serve with on the Stennis Center Board 
of Trustees, U.S. Senator ROGER 
WICKER, Tom Daffron, U.S. Representa-
tive TERRI SEWELL, and former U.S. 
Representative Martha Roby, I com-
mend the Stennis Center for this excel-
lent publication and urge you to read it 
and share it with others who will ben-
efit from reading these inspiring sto-
ries. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 100 YEARS OF THE 
‘‘FLYING YANKEES’’ 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 
today I rise to recognize the 103rd Air-
lift Wing of the Connecticut Air Na-
tional Guard—the ‘‘Flying Yankees’’— 
as they celebrate 100 years of dedicated 
service to the State and our Nation. 

The Flying Yankees are the 11th old-
est Air National Guard unit in the 
United States, including a squadron 
that has served more than 90 years in 
military aviation. Operating from the 
Bradley Air National Guard Base in 
East Granby, CT, the 103rd Airlift Wing 
provides tactical airpower and mission 
support for the State and Nation. The 
unit carries out this critical mission 
through highly qualified and proficient 
C–130 aircrew. 

The 103rd Airlift Wing has a history 
that dates back to the earliest years of 
military aviation, and the Flying Yan-
kees have fought bravely in numerous 
conflicts throughout the last century. 
From their efforts in France during 
World War I, to their heroic service in 
the China-India-Burma theater of oper-
ations during World War II, the Flying 
Yankees have a long history of val-
iantly serving our Nation both at home 
and abroad. The unit’s service contin-
ued through the Cold War and more re-
cent conflicts. The Flying Yankees in-
novate to meet the changing needs of 
the State and the Nation, carrying on 
their great tradition of dedicated serv-
ice to this day. 

For a century, the brave members of 
the 103rd Airlift Wing of the Con-
necticut Air National Guard have em-
bodied their motto—‘‘faithful and 
alert’’—answering the call to service 
for both Connecticut and the Nation. I 
applaud their determination and dedi-
cation to the vital mission of defending 

our country and hope my colleagues 
will join me in congratulating the Fly-
ing Yankees on this momentous occa-
sion of their 100th anniversary. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PEARSON RIDDLE, 
JR. 

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor a great North Caro-
linian, courageous veteran, and the 
last living survivor of the Battle of 
Wake Island: Pearson Riddle, Jr. 

Born in Pensacola, NC, on October 15, 
1921, Pearson joined the Civilian Con-
servation Corps at 18 years old upon 
completing high school. After spending 
time in Oregon and California learning 
to operate heavy machinery, he was 
sent to Hawaii to work for the U.S. 
Navy and later joined the Wake Island 
workforce in August 1941 as a general 
laborer, providing essential support 
services to U.S. Armed Forces. 

On December 8, 1941, Japanese forces 
commenced a successful siege of Wake 
Island despite the valiant efforts of 
marines, sailors, soldiers, and civilians. 
Pearson was among the hundreds of ci-
vilian contractors captured by Japa-
nese forces on December 23, 1941. 
Forty-four months of grueling cap-
tivity and infamous brutality followed. 

Pearson was kept on Wake Island 
until early 1942, when the Japanese 
forced POWs to board the Nitta Maru, 
which was destined for a prison camp 
in Woosun, China. After spending 19 
months there in forced labor, the Japa-
nese shipped Pearson and hundreds of 
other POWs to Kobe, Japan, and again 
to Tokyo where he was imprisoned 
until a May 1945 Allied bombing de-
stroyed the prison camp. Sent north to 
Sendai 7–B Hanaoka after the success-
ful Allied bombing, Pearson and the re-
maining POWs were liberated in Sep-
tember 1945. 

Malnourished, ill, and abused, it took 
Pearson 2 years to make a full recov-
ery, and despite lifelong medical com-
plications from his imprisonment, 
Pearson never stopped serving. After 
his service, Pearson went on to build 
bases around the world, including in 
north Africa and Iceland. 

In 1987, the Navy administratively 
awarded Pearson the rank of E–4 and 
evaluated him as a 100 percent wartime 
service-connected disabled veteran. 
Seventy-seven years after his libera-
tion, Pearson received the Asiatic-Pa-
cific Campaign Medal, World War II 
Victory Medal, and American Cam-
paign Medal for his heroic devotion to 
duty. 

Today, we honor Pearson Riddle, 
Jr.’s valor, service, and commitment to 
the values and principles of the United 
States of America. I ask my fellow 
Senators to join me in saluting Pear-
son Riddle for his service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAYA ASHWAL 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I rise 
today, with a unique combination of 
joy, sorrow, and pride. For the last 8 

years, Maya Ashwal has been my right 
arm in the Senate, serving as my direc-
tor of scheduling and operations in our 
Washington office. 

I rise with joy today because my life 
and the lives of everyone who works in 
or with our office has been made better 
by Maya Ashwal. Maya is this wonder-
ful combination of hard-nosed, no-non-
sense grit, and gracious compassion. 
She brings a seriousness of purpose to 
her work, but she treats everyone 
around her with kindness and caring. 
Over the last 8 years, I watched Maya 
overcome obstacles that would have 
swallowed up lesser people. She has 
persevered through personal loss, find-
ing a way to grow her compassion for 
others in the face of tragedy. She has 
conquered a litany of bad health luck, 
at one point finding herself stuck in 
South America dealing with a serious 
health emergency. Somehow, we all 
knew that Maya would find a way to 
come back stronger, with a smile on 
her face. 

Through it all, it has been so won-
drous to watch her grow as a person. 
Since she has been with our office, 
Maya has gotten married to Jeremy 
and welcomed a gorgeous daughter, 
Piper, into the world in the middle of 
the pandemic. She is a wonderful moth-
er, who deftly balances work and fam-
ily life. 

But I also rise with sorrow today, be-
cause it is hard for me to imagine life 
without Maya. My colleagues will un-
derstand how a great scheduler or 
great assistant ends up becoming an 
extension of you, a part of you. That is 
what Maya is. She knows my pref-
erences before I speak anything out 
loud. She guesses what I need before I 
know I need it. She smooths over 
bumps and rough spots before they are 
visible to me. 

But she also provides great advice 
and counsel. I am lucky that we share 
many passions—like mental health and 
gun safety—and Maya has become a 
whip smart political counselor who I 
rely on to make sure that my daily 
agenda best aligns with my policy 
goals. The Bipartisan Safer Commu-
nities Act could not have happened 
without Maya’s leadership. Never be-
fore has such a complicated bill been 
written and passed in such a short 
amount of time. Over 30 days and 
countless meetings, zooms, and phone 
calls—with advocates, Senators, House 
Members, staff, administration offi-
cials—we negotiated, wrote, and passed 
the most serious gun safety bill in 
three decades. During that time, Maya 
was the air traffic controller for the 
negotiations, managing to create orga-
nization out of potential chaos. That 
bill is part of her legacy. 

In addition to her work on policy, 
Maya has also been such a comfort to 
my family. Being a parent of young 
children, with a wife who works equal-
ly long hours, is an unsurprising anom-
aly in the Senate. Maya’s job over the 
last 8 years has been made infinitely 
harder since my schedule has had to 
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